
  
Antipas- His family was Iudean (Edom) The Maccabees 

forced them to convert (be circumcised) or die. He ruled as 

Governor of Idumea 

Antipater-Governor of Judaea 47-43 BC. He offered 

financial support to Caesar's murders and was poisoned by 

Malichus  because of that support. 

Costabar: Executed by Herod the Great. John Hyrcanus 

Aristobulus I 

King of Judea 

Alexandra 

Salome 
Alexander Jannaeus 

King of Judea 103-76 BC 

Simon Maccabaeus 

High Priest Hyrcanus II 

killed for treason 

Aristobulus II 

Alexandra 

Aristobulus III -His mother; 

Alexandra Maccabeus through 

intercession with Cleopatra and 

Mark Antony, compelled Herod 

to remove Hananel and appoint 

Aristobulus High Priest instead. 

Herod caused him to be drowned 

while he was bathing in Jericho. 

 
(2) Mariamne I - Killed by Herod. Herod's love for 

Mariamne was unbounded, but it was met by 

hatred of him on her part, because Herod had put 

to death practically all the members of her family.  

When Herod accused her of plotting against him, 

Mariamne’s mother, Alexandra, testified against her 

own daughter, some say out of fear for her own life. 

But Alexandra also did not escape Herod’s tyranny. 

Phasal: 

Governor of 

Jerusalem  

Bernice 
Archaleus, king of Cappadocia Aristobulus 

IV Killed by 

Herod. Death 

by the cord. 

Salampsio Alexander Killed 

by Herod. Death 

by the cord.  

Tigranes IV 

of Armenia 

Phasal 

The Pharisees prophesied that Pheroras and his son would replace Herod as king.  

Herod puts to death those Pharisees and their supporters responsible for making the 

prediction of his dynastic demise.  

Herod banishes Pheroras and his wife to Pheroras' tetrarchy. Pheroras dies there, and 

Herod brings his body to Jerusalem for burial. 

KEY    Dotted Lines are Unions (Marriages) 

Solid Vertical Lines are Offspring from those Unions. 

Solid Horizonal Lines are Siblings 

Italics are females 

Orange Boxes: Family members executed by Herod 

Teal Blue Boxes: Herod’s wives 

Soft Beige Boxes: Herod the Great, his Brothers and Sister. 

1) Doris of Jerusalem 1st Wife of 

King Herod. She and her son were 

banished when Herod decided to 

marry Miriamne I. 

Joseph: executed 

by Herod the 

Great. 

Phasaelis 

Antipas 

divorced her to 

marry Herodias 

Nabataean 

king Aretas IV 

of Arabia.  

4) Malthace 

Joseph 

ben  

Joseph 
Phasael 

7) Phaidra 

Roxanne 

8) Elpis 

Salome bat Herod I 

6) Pallas 

King Herod the Great.  
Usurper of the Jewish Throne 

 

Herod was threatened by those Jews (Davidian 

princes) who were in line to the throne of 

David. Consequently, they were constantly 

targeted by Herod’s executioners and were the 

focus of persecution and extermination by the 

imperial powers that sought to control the 

destiny of the Jewish people.  
  

He enjoyed the backing of Rome but his 

excessive brutality was condemned by the 

Sanhedrin. 
 

“...that submissive behavior and liberality 

which he exercised towards Caesar, and the 

most powerful men of Rome, obliged him to 

transgress the customs of his nation, and to set 

aside many of their laws  ...” Josephus, 

Antiquities, XV, ix, 5 
 

When the Wise Men appeared asking for the 

one born “King of the Jews,” Herod had the 

boys aged 2 and under in Bethlehem 

slaughtered.  Shortly thereafter he died, his 

privy member being eaten by worms. 
 

Matt. 2:1-19 and Luke 1:5 
 

Herod feared he would not be mourned after 

his death. He requested men be rounded up and 

kept in the Praetorian so that at his death he 

asked his sister Salome to have these men shot 

through with arrows. Herod thought that the 

consequential weeping and wailing would be 

thought by the populace to be for his own 

death. After his death Salome gave him a royal 

funeral but did not follow through with his last 

Alexandros 

Cypros 

Pheroras fell in love with a slave-

girl dishonoring Herod’s daughter 

Salomasio. Salomasio  then 

marries Herod and Peroras’ 

brother, Phasal. Herod eventually 

convinces Pheroras to leave the 

slave-girl and marry his other 

daughter Cypros, which he agrees 

to do, but reneges on his promise 

thereby further dishonoring Herod.  

 

Pheroras tells Alexander that 

Herod desires his wife Glaphyra, 

which causes Alexander to 

confront his father, who then takes 

Pheroras to task for spreading such 

a report about him and attempting 

to incite Alexander to kill him.  

 

Pheroras blames Salome for the 

plot, who denies it. Pheroras is 

also accused of earlier having 

plotted to kill Herod, while he 

accuses his sister Salome of 

plotting to marry Syllaeus, the 

procurator of Obadas, king of 

Arabia, Herod's enemy.  

 

Both Salome and Pheroras are 

acquitted of charges. 

3) Miriamne II, Simon's daughter, 

Herod’s 3rd wife: (last of the Maccabee 

princesses) Implicated in a plot against 

her husband. Herod the Great divorced 

her and removed their son from 

inheriting the throne. 

[esteemed the most beautiful woman of 

that time; and when the people of 

Jerusalem began to speak much in her 

commendation, it happened that Herod 

was much affected with what was said of 

her; and when he saw the damsel, he was 

smitten with her beauty. -Josephus.] 

Salome detests the sons of  

Mariamme I and Glaphyra,. They 

look down on Salome and her 

daughter, Berenice, (wife of 

Aristobolus) as low-born. 

A letter allegedly written by Alexander surfaces, in which he requests the 

governor of the fortress of Alexandrion to admit him and his brother 

Aristobolus after they have murdered their father. 

 

Caesar Augustus advises Herod to convene a council at Berytus to determine 

what should be done about Alexander and Aristobolus. It is revealed at this 

time that Alexander has the support of some of the military, with whom he has 

conspired to kill Herod. Hearing this, Herod has no doubts that his two sons 

should be executed. In addition, certain members of the military implicated 

are killed. 

Olympias 

HEROD THE GREAT’S DEATH 

Herod’s distemper greatly increased upon him after a severe manner, and this by 

God’s judgment upon him for his sins; for a fire glowed in him slowly, which did 

not so much appear to the touch outwardly, as it augmented his pains inwardly; for 

it brought upon him a vehement appetite to eating, which he could not avoid to 

supply with one sort of food or other. His entrails were also exulcerated, and the 

chief violence of his pain lay on his colon; an aqueous and transparent liquor also 

had settled itself about his feet, and a like matter afflicted him at the bottom of his 

belly. Nay farther, his privy-member was putrified, and produced worms; and 

when he sat upright, he had a difficulty of breathing, which was very loathsome on 

account of the stench of his breath, and the quickness of its returns; he had also 

convulsions in all parts of his body, which increased his strength to an insufferable 

degree. ~Josephus “Antiquities of the Jews 6:5” 

5) Cleopatra of Jerusalem III 

5th wife of Herod the Great 
 

There is conjecture she was the daughter of 

Cleopatra and Julius Caesar born 44BC. 

Married off to an “obscure eastern 

prince.” (which would be her first of 3 

marriages, the last two were the High 

Priest Simon Boethus IV and then Herod 

the Great). 
 

She is thought to have been first married to 

a Davidic prince who was executed by 

Herod in 23BC during one of Herod’s 

persecutions of the royal Davidic house 

when she became a widow.  
 

It is speculated that Joseph’s father was 

Jacob ben Mattan c. 47-4 BC. Prince of 

Israel, Patriarch of Jerusalem 32-23BC 

(Joseph being the legal father of Jesus) 
 

Jacob was "appointed" Patriarch of 

Jerusalem by Herod and sent to Egypt, 

with about 3000 troops, to help Caesar 

"Octavian" in the conquest of Anthony and 

Cleopatra in 30 BC where he met and 

married the young Cleopatra.  
 

Jacob was deposed and executed (23BC) 

for sedition (a false charge) by King Herod 

of Judea. 
 

 Herod used his power to give Cleopatra to 

Simon IV, the High-Priest before taking 

her as his own wife in 25BC.  
 

It is surmised King Herod used his power 

to capture this political connection to 

Egypt’s royalty and Rome’s icon. 

Simon Boethus IV: The 

High-Priest, Mark 6:17 

The Herodian Dynasty  
with Scriptural References 

Antigonus II Mattathias 

the Hasmonean 

Herod handed Antigonus 

over to Marc Anthony 

who either crucified him 

or had him beheaded. 

daughter of 

Antigonus the 

Hasmonean  

HEROD THE GREAT: 

APPOINTED BY ROME TO  BE 

KING OF THE JEWS. “Mark 

Antony ”then resolved to get him 

(Herod) made king of the 

Jews…(Mark Anthony) told 

them (the senate) that it was for 

their advantage in the Parthian 

war that Herod should be king; 

so they all gave their votes for 

it. And when the senate was 

separated, Antony and 

(Augustus) Caesar went out, 

with Herod between them; 

while the consul and the rest of 

the magistrates went before 

them, in order to offer 

sacrifices (to the Roman gods), 

and to lay the decree in the 

Capitol.” Jewish War 1.14.4”  

Antipater III was Instrumental in having 

Aristobulus IV and Alexander executed. 

While in Rome Antipater forged letters sent 

to Herod incriminating Archaleus son of 

Malthrace and Philip son of Cleopatra of 

Jerusalem. He sends back more poison to 

Pheroras, (his uncle) to be used if the first 

dose does not kill Herod. Antipater does not 

know that Herod has already learned of his 

plot to kill him. When he returns to 

Jerusalem, Antipater learns of his plight. He 

is executed 5 days before Herod’s death , 

Herodias Told her daughter Salome to 

ask for the head of John the Baptist.  

Matt. 14:6-11; Mark 6:22-28 

Aristobulus 

Minor V 
Herod Agrippa I -King of Judaea 41-44 

AD. He had Herod Antipas and Herodias 

banished. He killed the apostle James. In 

Acts, Herod Agrippa I was killed by God 

during a public speech. Eaten by worms 

like Herod the Great.   

Acts 12:1-23 

Cypros 

(a distant 

cousin?) 

Drusilla died in Pompeii with her son. 

Acts 24:24 

At the time of the disaster, Pompeii was 

still being rebuilt after a major earthquake 

in 62 AD. According to Josephus, the 

temple was destroyed in August of 70 AD 

and some thought that this was God's 

revenge on Rome.  

Antonius Felix  

A Roman freed Slave 

52-60 AD 

Acts 25:13-27,  

26:1-32 
“You almost persuade 

me to become a 

Christian.” 

“Felix was afraid”  

Acts 24:24 
 

The historian  Tacitus 

describes him as a man 

who “practiced every 

kind of cruelty and lust, 

wielding the power of a 

king with all the instincts 

of a slave” ~Histories 

Marcus 

Antonius 

Agrippa 

Bernice 

Acts 25:13-

23, 26:30 

Miriamne 

Gaius Julius 

Archelaus Antiochus 

Epiphanes 

Hyrcanus Berenicianus 

Aristobulus VI of 

Chalcis 

52-92 AD  

Salome: danced for the head of 

John the Baptist. Married Herod 

Philip II 

Matt. 14:6-11;  

Mark 6:22-28 

Herod (b. 24 BC/23 

BC), of which very 

little is known. "just a 

common citizen of 

Rome." Brother of 

Herod Philip II. 

Mariamne 

III 

Herod Philip II (b. 22 BC/21 

BC - 34) who later became the 

Tetrarch of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis.  

Mentioned briefly in  

Luke 3:1. 

Mariamne  

Herod V of 

Chalcis  
 

1m) Mariamne  

his cousin.  

2m) Bernice his 

niece. 

Herod II Boethus “Rus” 

Herod Philip I aka Herod II aka Philip of Rome  

Herod Antipas 
Tetrarch of Galilee and 

Peraea until 39 AD. He 

had John the Baptizer 

beheaded. Herod 

Antipas was exiled to 

Gaul. Herodias went 

with him. 

First wife: daughter of 

Nabataean king Aretas 

of Arabia. Herod 

Antipas divorced her in 

order to marry 

Herodias. 

Second wife: Herodias.  

Jesus was sent to him 

by Pilate. Herod 

Antipas was hoping to 

see Jesus do a miracle. 
 

He was replaced by 

Herod Agrippa I and 

sent into exile 

  

Matt. 14:1-10 

Mark 6:14-28 

8:15  

Luke 3:1  

3:19-20 9:7-9 

13:31-32 23:6-12  

Acts 4:27 

Glaphyra 

Herod  

Archelaus (23 BC – 

c. 18 AD) was known 

for his cruelty. Joseph 

and Mary, upon 

hearing that Archelaus 

had succeeded his 

father as ruler of 

Judea, were afraid to 

return to Judea from 

Egypt and were 

notified in a dream to 

go to Galilee. This is 

why Jesus, born in 

Bethlehem in Judea, 

grew up in Nazareth. 

Archelaus was the 

ethnarch of Samaria, 

Judea, and Edom from 

4 BC to 6 AD. He was 

the son of Herod the 

Great and Malthace, 

the brother of Herod 

Antipas, and the half-

brother of Herod 

Philip I.  Deposed in 6 

AD and banished to 

Gaul. 

 

Matt. 2: 22 

Herod 

Agrippa II 
50-93 AD 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antigonus_the_Hasmonean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antigonus_the_Hasmonean

